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FEMININE CONSCIOUSNESS REFLECTED IN RABINDRANATH
TAGORE’S PLAY ‘CHITRA’

Dr. Sanjay N. Kadam
Assistant Professor

Arts, Commerce and Science College
Gangakhed, Dist-Parbhani-431514

The growth of Indian drama suffered as it was written in local languages.
Later on some dramatists handled English language successfully, the
notables among them are Shree Aurobindo, T.P. Kailasam, and Rabindranath
Tagore. Girish Karnad and many dramatists arose in the course of time.
These playwrights have utilized Indian themes expansively in their plays.
Their writings served instructive purpose. Among these playwrights,
Rabindranath Tagore was the principal figure who dared to criticize ills in
the contemporary society through his plays. Mainly he focused on castism,
religion when the old order was wearisome out and the new emerging forth;
when the people were looking for new thoughts and ideas.

Rabindranath Tagore's Bengali play Chitrangada (1892) was published as
Chitra in English in 1913. He has used an episode from the Mahabharata as
the base to the plot of the play. Making drastic changes in Chitra- Arjuna
episode, the playwright has conveyed the message of power to the audience.
The story of Chitra resembles to Kalidasa's Shakuntal.

Therefore K.R.S. Iyengar remembers it as: 'Chitra is succinct Tagore and
version of Kalidasa's Shakuntal' (Iyengar, KRS: 1987: 136) Chitra herself is
embodiment of power. She has been conscious of her power as the princess.
She is an expert in riding, hunting and duel. It is her inner passion to
challenge Arjuna in single combat. She is a dogmatic lady with strong will
power. She gets whatever she desires to get. A glance at Arjuna makes Chitra
to think about her womanhood. She proposes him to marry but he refuses
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saying: "I have taken the vow of celibacy. I am not fit to be thy
husband."[Tagore. 1980:08]
Chitra feels ashamed and her will power provokes her to seek vengeance
against Arjuna. A young charming lady makes penance to defeat Arjuna in
the battle of romance. She gains perfect beauty for one whole year from
Madana and Vasanta. It was the victory of Chitra's will power. Again her
spirituality is reflected here. She turns towards penance instead of any
worldly mean. Her spiritual power compels the divine power to grant her
wish. With perfect beauty, Chitra comes to the temple of Lord Shiva in the
midst of the forest. Seeing such a beautiful creature, Arjuna forgets his
celibacy and surrenders before her and can not help himself from proposing
her for marriage. Here the power of beauty is reflected.
A great warrior and the greatest archer of the world is surrendered before the
beauty of a woman. He says: "You alone are perfect; you are the wealth of
the world, the end of all poverty, the goal of all efforts, the one woman!
[Tagore. 1980: 09]
In scene VIII the villagers are anxious about their safety, because their
princess has gone on journey. It shows that Chitra is a server for evil doers.
No can emerge in her presence in the state. She is like subjects. At the end
of the play Chitra dares to reveal her to Arjuna. It demonstrates her moral
courage to face the disaster. When the time of parting comes, she prepares
care of her child and says that she shall teach him as Arjuna. At the end, she
has been projected as a dedicated caring mother.
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